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  Municipal Climate Partnerships



  Climate protection is a global mission




        
  
      With our project 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' we strengthen and support the professional cooperation of German cities, municipalities and districts with municipalities from Africa, Latin America and Asia in the fields of climate protection and climate impact adaptation. Since 2011, 77 municipal partnerships have already developed joint programmes of action on these topics.
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      Municipal Climate Partnerships: Cooperation in the fields of climate change mitigation and adaptation. Photo: Andreas Grasser
  
  
      Most agreements on achieving the climate targets are made at the national or international level. However, municipalities play a key role and hold key responsibility for implementing climate change mitigation and adaptation measures. This is where our project 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' comes in. In each project phase, some ten climate partnerships – each comprising one German municipality and one municipality from the Global South – get together. Over a two-year period, we provide them with intensive advisory and other support services. During this period the partnerships draw up joint programmes of action as long-term, strategic documents for collaboration on climate change mitigation and adaptation. As well as a joint vision, each programme of action also includes specific objectives, measures and resources. We also advise the partnerships on further funding opportunities available through Engagement Global.

  



  








            New: Fact Sheets – Municipal Climate Partnerships

      
  
      Check out our fact sheets and learn what municipalities have already been able to accomplish in cross-border partnerships on climate change mitigation and adaptation.

  
  
  



  
    To our fact sheets
  

  








  
    Project objective  


  
    



        
  
      The objective of the project 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' is to initiate and strengthen expert cooperation between African, Latin American and Asian municipalities and their partner municipalities in Germany in the fields of climate change mitigation and adaptation. This means systematically integrating these areas of expertise into the work of the municipal partnerships. To achieve this, the municipal partnerships – closely supported by the project team – spend approximately two years developing joint programmes of action that provide long-term strategic planning for their work together.

The programmes of action should describe both broad goals and specific activities for climate change mitigation and adaptation. Possible key areas of activity in the climate partnerships include for instance renewable energy, energy efficiency, solid waste management, adaptation to the impacts of climate change, sustainable mobility, sustainable agriculture and forestry, water supply and sanitation, and environmental education. The programmes of action are prepared in a participatory process that involves various actors from the realms of local administration, policy-making and civil society.

Responsibility for implementing the programmes of action rests with the two municipalities involved in each case. The Service Agency and LAG 21 NRW advise the climate partnerships on implementing the programmes of action and on the funding and other support available).

  
  
  



  






    

  






  
    Project structure and support provided  


  
    



        
  
      The project 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' as a whole is implemented in phases. Each project phase comprises roughly 10 climate partnerships. Every phase begins with an international kick-off workshop, followed by a total of three missions and network meetings in the Global South and North. The results workshop, at which the joint programmes of action are presented, marks the transition to the phase of implementing the climate partnerships.

To help drive the development of the joint programmes of action within the climate partnerships we offer the municipalities a large number of inputs to support the process.

These include:

	funding of reciprocal missions carried out by municipal experts
	technical and methodological advice on developing the programme of action and consolidating the climate partnership
	organisation and funding of network meetings for the participating municipalities and international workshops to kick off the project phase and present the results.


To subsequently implement specific activities described in the programmes of action, the municipalities can also make use of further support instruments provided by the Service Agency and Engagement Global. Many climate partnerships have already begun implementing their programmes of action, and in doing so are using support instruments such as the Programme to Support Municipal Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Projects (FKKP), the Fund for Small-Scale Municipal Development Cooperation Projects or the Partnership Projects for Sustainable Local Development Programme.

Programme to Support Municipal Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Projects (FKKP)
Fund for Small-Scale Municipal Development Cooperation Projects
Partnership Projects for Sustainable Local Development Programme

  
  
  



  






    

  






  
    Participation in the project  


  
    



        
  
      Participants in the project include partnerships between African, Latin American and Asian municipalities, and municipalities in Germany. The services we offer are available to municipalities and local authorities of any size or type.

The main actors of the expert exchange are the local authorities themselves, supported by other local actors such as councillors, civil society, municipally-owned companies and locally-based research institutions.

For each new project phase the Service Agency publishes a call for declarations of interest in taking part in the project. Only German municipalities may apply. If you would like to take part with your German partner municipality then please discuss this together with your partner. Unfortunately, municipalities that do not have a German partner cannot take part. Nonetheless, you are most welcome to get in touch with us for general advice.

The most important requirement for joining the project is your willingness together with your partner municipality to draw up a joint programme of action for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and work together on a long-term basis. Each municipality taking part signs an agreement with the Service Agency describing what inputs the Service Agency will provide and what it expects of the municipality. As well as expecting your active participation in the network meetings, international workshops and missions, we also expect different dedicated departments within your municipality, e.g. the office for international affairs, office for environmental affairs/climate change, to work together effectively with each other and with selected civil society stakeholders.

  
  
  



  






    

  






  
    Partner municipalities in the Global South  


  
    



        
  
      The project was launched in 2011. Since then, several further phases have been initiated, during each of which new partnerships were added. The first eight phases of the project have already been completed. A total of 77 climate partnerships between German municipalities and municipalities in African, Latin American and South-East Asian countries have prepared joint programmes of action. Eleven climate partnerships between German municipalities and municipal partners in Africa and Latin America are currently involved in the ninth phase of the project.

Phases of the project

	Phase 1 (2011): Germany, Ghana, South Africa, Tanzania - 9 Climate Partnerships
	
Phase 2 (2012): Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Germany, Jamaica, Nicaragua - 14 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 3 (2013): Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Germany, Ghana, Lesotho, Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia - 10 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 4 (2014): Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Germany, Nicaragua - 10 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 5 (2015): Germany, Philippines, Viet Nam - 5 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 6 (2017): Burkina Faso, Ecuador, Germany, Namibia, Nicaragua, Peru, Rwanda, South Africa, Zimbabwe - 12 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 7 (2019): Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, Kenya, Namibia, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia - 10 Climate Partnerships


	
Phase 8 (2020): Ethiopia, Germany, Namibia, Uganda, Senegal, Tanzania - 8 Climate Partnerships


	Phase 9 (2022): Argentina, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Ghana, Mexico, Republic of Congo, Senegal, Tunisia – 11 Climate Partnerships


  
  
  



  






    

  






        
  
      The 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' project has been implemented by Engagement Global's Service Agency Communities in One World in cooperation with the North Rhine-Westphalian Working Party on Agenda 21 (LAG 21 NRW) since 2011. The German Association of Cities, the German Association of Towns and Municipalities and the German County Association are supporting the project. The project was commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).
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      Successfully implementing projects on waste management

A handout offers guidance for municipal partnerships that are jointly planning a project to build a waste management facility. 

More
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      International results workshop of the eighth project phase

Pforzheim, 24 to 26 October 2022
Seven German-African municipal climate partnerships presented their action plans.

More

  



  










        
  

  
      

  
  

[image: A large group stands in front of a building and poses for the camera.]


  
  
  
      Results workshop of the 7th phase

Berlin, 16 to 17 November 2021.
Around 50 delegates from the municipal climate partnerships came together to present their programmes of action.

Read more
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      Side Event at COP26

Glasgow, 4 November 2021.
Side event of the 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' on the topics of climate and biodiversity in the German Pavilion at the 26th World Climate Conference.

Read more
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      Network meetings on the 10th anniversary of the project

Bonn, 5-6 October 2021 / Online, 13-14 October 2021.
The German municipalities in the climate partnerships met in Bonn; the municipalities in the Global South held two network meetings online.

Read more
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      Biodiversity and climate change

Online, 20 April 2021.

Second workshop of the Service Agency and LAG21 NRW to mark the 10th anniversary of Municipal Climate Partnerships.

More information
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      Flyer

Municipal Climate Partnerships
Bonn, February 2021

Download

  



  








        
  
  
      

  
  

[image: ]


  
  
  
      Dialog Global No. 61

Municipal Climate Partnerships
Documentation of the sixth phase of the project
Bonn, April 2021

Download
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      Material No. 105

International kick-off workshop for the seventh phase of the project 'Municipal Climate Partnerships', 14 to 16 May 2019 in Bonn.
Bonn, March 2020

Download
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      Dialog Global No. 53

Municipal climate partnerships. Documentation of the fifth phase of the project
Bonn, June 2019

Download
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      Material No. 86

International Kick-off Workshop, 5. Phase „50 Municipal Climate Partnerships by 2015“. 12th-14th July 2016 Science City of Munoz, Philippines. Documentation.
Bonn, March 2017

Download
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      Material No. 70

International Workshop of the Municipal Climate Partnerships. Presentation of the Programmes of Action
Bonn, February 2015

Download
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      Dialog Global No. 40

Dialog Global No. 40: 50 Municipal Climate Partnerships by 2015. Documentation of the third phase of the project
Bonn, May 2016

Download

Order a publication
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      A review in 30 photos from 15 countries

Our competition for the tenth anniversary of the 'Municipal Climate Partnerships' resulted in an album with 30 photographs from 25 partnerships - see the digital version here.

To the Digital Photo Exhibition
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      Map Climate Partnerships

German municipalities with Climate Partnerships with Africa, Latin America and Asia.

Map is available in German
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Contact

Municipal partnerships

Municipal Climate Partnerships

Team mailbox
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      The project is being implemented in cooperation with the North Rhine Westphalian Working Party on Agenda 21 (LAG 21 NRW).

More information
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